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The 30
th
 Annual Sessions of Sri Lanka Energy Managers Association (SLEMA), the foremost 

annual event of SLEMA, was held on 26
th 

July 2019 at the “Orchid Room”, BMICH, Colombo 7. 

“A Solar Defined Future: Are We Ready?” was the theme of the sessions. Lighting of the 

traditional oil lamp by distinguished guests followed by the welcome address delivered by Mr. 

Harsha Wickramasinghe inaugurated the event. Four experts representing the industry and the 

academia shared their knowledge and views on future of solar based electricity generation.  

SLEMA Annual Sessions 2019 

Prof. K.K.Y.W Perera, Prof. Janaka Ekanayake, Prof. Rahula Attalage, Dr. Thusitha Sugathapala,  
Mr. Chaminda Serasinghe and Mr. Champika Periyapperuma lighting the traditional oil lamp. 

Prof. Rahula Attalage, a Senior Professor of University of Moratuwa and a past president of 

SLEMA provided an introduction on solar energy and discussed emerging trends in associated 

technologies. The status of the solar energy industry in Sri Lanka was well explained  by Mr. 

Champika Periyapperuma, Director (Technical) of Regen Solar (Pvt) Ltd and a former joint 

secretary of SLEMA. Mr. Periyapperuma observed that the solar industry in Sri Lanka 

experienced a boom with the launch of “Battle for Solar” program and emphasized the need for 

clear policy support to sustain this boom.            - continued on page 2 
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Technical issues attributable to 

connection of distributed solar 

PV systems to the national grid 

as well as solutions for such 

issues were discussed by Prof. 

Janaka Ekanayake, a Senior 

Professor of University of 

Peradeniya and a member of 

SLEMA. Energy storage, flexible 

loads, low voltage transformers 

with on load tap changers, smart 

inverters and microgrids were 

presented as solutions to the 

issues which have been 

identified by ongoing studies and 

researches. Mr. Chaminda 

Serasinghe, R&D Consultant at 

the Shigadry with Earth 

Company, Japan & Sri Lanka 

discussed latest technology 

applications and environmental 

benefits of solar energy.  

Prof. Rahula Attalage Mr. Champika Periyapperuma 

Prof. Janaka Ekanayake Mr. Chaminda Serasinghe 

At the panel discussion moderated by Dr. Thusitha Sugathapala, a Senior Lecturer of 

University of Moratuwa, presenters provided clarifications to the questions raised by the 

audience. The event was concluded with the vote of thanks proposed by Mr. Swetha 

Perera, the joint secretary of SLEMA. 

Mr. Wickramasinghe 

delivering the welcome 

address Discussion with the presenters at the panel discussion 
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The 35
th
 Annual General Meeting of SLEMA was held at Hotel “Marino Beach Colombo” on 27

th
 

July 2019. The notice convening the meeting was delivered by the president of SLEMA, Mr. 

Ronald Comester. After reading and adopting the minutes of the 34
th
 AGM, the President’s 

Report was presented, highlighting the achievements made by SLEMA during the previous 

session. Financial statement of the 2018/2019 session was presented by the treasure, Ms. 

Tharanga Wickramarathna. The list of office bearers who were elected for the 2019/2020 

session is given in page 4. 

SLEMA Annual General Meeting and Annual Dinner 

Mr. Ronold Comester presenting 

Presidents' Report Appointing new office bearers 

Message by the President for the New SLEMA Session 2019/2020  

I am honoured to have been afforded the privilege of being elected as the 

President of SLEMA for the 2019/2020 session. As the premier organisation 

promoting energy efficiency in Sri Lanka, SLEMA has an important role to 

play in driving energy sector activities both at policy making and 

implementation levels. In order to remain relevant in future Sri Lanka, SLEMA 

should redefine its role by identifying new opportunities, rediscovering its 

membership, improving the professionalism, adopting latest technologies and strengthening 

the financial capability. Please provide your valuable suggestions and actively engage in 

SLEMA activities. I wish you all the best. 

After adopting the proposed resolutions, an auditor was 

appointed for the 2019/2020 session. The house provided 

suggestions to the newly appointed board of directors.    

The AGM was followed by a fellowship and the Annual 

Dinner attended by SLEMA members and their families. 

- Harsha Wickramasinghe, President, SLEMA 
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President  

Mr. Harsha Wickramasinghe 

Senior Vice President  

Mr. Chamila Jayasekera  

Vice President  

Mr. Kamal Illepperuma  

Joint Secretary 

Ms. Tharanga Wickramarathna  

Joint Secretary 

Mr. Sanath Kumara  

Treasurer  

Mr. Swetha Perera  

Seminar Secretary  

Mr. Rasika Gamage  

Immediate Past President  

Mr. Ronald Comester  

Elected Past President  

Mr. Ananda Namal  

Director 

Prof. Rahula Attalage  

Director 

Mr. Chamila Delpitiya  

Director 

Dr. Amila Wickramasinghe  

Director 

Mr. Loshan Palayangoda  

Director 

Mr. Nimal Perera  

Director 

Mr. Namiz Musafer  

Director 

Mr. Ruwan Wijemanne  

Director 

Mr. Saman Wijerathna  

Co-opted Member 

Mr. Mahesh Rathnayake  

Co-opted Member 

Mr. Buddhika Dissanayaka  

Co-opted Member 

Mr. Damitha Madushan  

Co-opted Member 

Ms. Nimashi Fernando  

Co-opted Member 

Ms. Jayangani Kodikara  

Co-opted Member 

Mr. P.G.S. Priyadarshana 

Co-opted Member 

Mr. Nadeera Wijesinghe  

Co-opted Member 

Mr. Gayashan Kulatunga  

SLEMA Office Bearers for the 2019/2020 Session 
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SLJOL Recognizes SLEMA Journal  

SLEMA Journal is dedicated to energy sector professionals of Sri 

Lanka. Published twice a year since 1985, the SLEMA Journal 

carries research papers, articles, reviews and news about the 

status and new developments in the energy sector. All SLEMA 

members receive a printed copy of the journal free of charge. 

We are pleased to announce that SLEMA Journal has been 

recognized by Sri Lanka Journals Online (SLJOL).  SLJOL is a 

database of journals published in Sri Lanka, covering the full 

range of academic disciplines. SLEMA Journal is now available 

on SLJOL https://slemaj.sljol.info.  

Dr. Tilak Siyambalapitiya (Editor), Ms. M.T.A.P Wickramaratna 

(Deputy Editor), Mr. D.B.J Ranatunga and Prof. H.Y Ranjit Perera 

form the editorial board of SLEMA Journal. 

SLEMA invites members and academics to send research papers, 

articles and reviews to be published in SLEMA Journal.  

“Energy Conservation and Efficiency in Buildings” - Training by SAARC 
Energy Centre 

The SAARC Energy Centre in association with the Ministry of Power, Energy, and Business 

Development and SLEMA organized a 3-day residential training programme on Energy 

Conservation and Efficiency in Buildings at Heritance Hotel, Kandalama from August 26-28, 

2019. The training program was offered to professionals from the South Asian countries who 

are interested in energy conservation in buildings.  

Following areas were covered at the programme by the eminent resource persons, who shared 

their knowledge, experience, and research findings. 

 Energy efficiency in all sectors of the economy, its importance and techniques: Energy 

conservation in buildings - energy saving potential, role of policy, market forces and 

building energy codes 

 Building envelope - cooling, heating, lighting, along with equipment standardization 

 Health and indoor comfort, safety, and functional aspects, life cycle assessment, 

environmental impacts and way forward 

Fifteen members participated in the event representing SLEMA. 

https://slemaj.sljol.info
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Q&A Questions & Answers on Energy Sector 

From this issue onwards, SLEMA Newsletter introduces a Q&A section. SLEMA members can 

send energy sector related questions to SLEMA, which will be answered by an expert in the 

relevant field. Please direct your questions to SLEMA office using contact details given at the 

back of the Newsletter.  

Question: Media reported that “Battle for 

Solar Programme” will be discontinued 

from August 2019. What is the actual 

status?  

Answer: Solar rooftop systems were 

introduced in 2011 under Net-metering 

scheme, and under this scheme; solar rooftop 

installation was done mainly by the household 

customers in higher consumption categories. 

By the year 2016, the total installed capacity 

was less than 30 MW. Having identified the 

importance of expanding this, the 

Government launched “Battle for Solar 

Programme”, incorporating Net Accounting 

and Net Plus into the earlier scheme, with a 

tariff of Rs. 22.00 offered for a unit of 

electricity during the first 7 years and Rs. 

15.50 from the 8
th
 year to the 20

th
 year. It was 

planned to review the programme, once the 

solar rooftop system capacity under “Battle 

for Solar Programme” reaches 100 MW. 

As the Net Accounting and Net Plus schemes 

opened up financial benefits for electricity 

consumers, solar rooftop systems have been 

installed by different consumer categories 

under the new programme. Accordingly, solar 

rooftop system capacity has surpassed 200 

MW milestone by now. 

As solar rooftop systems are installed at the 

distribution network of the national electricity 

grid, the absorption needs to be managed 

against the consumption at local level. 

Different studies have already been initiated 

in order to identify the technical impacts 

related to this. Meanwhile, the tariff that has 

been offered at the inception was also 

needed to be reviewed. The necessity of a 

formal review of the programme has been 

discussed by the officials of the relevant 

Government stakeholder organizations. 

Accordingly, suitable measures will be taken 

and more sustainable solutions will be 

introduced once the programme is reviewed 

in technical terms as well as to bring in 

maximum economic benefits to the country. 

Meanwhile, loan schemes through banks and 

also financial assistance from international 

donor agencies such as Asian Development 

Bank have been introduced, and those are 

presently supporting different categories of 

electricity consumers to become solar power 

producers using their rooftops. Thus, the plan 

of the Government is to continue the 

programme addressing the needy areas, with 

the initial target of realizing 1000 MW by 

2025. 

Within the said background, there is no 

decision or indication to discontinue the 

programme.  

         - Mr. Chamila Jayasekara, 

Senior Vice President, SLEMA 

 

 

Question: What would be the cost of 

installing a VSD to control a motor used 

for withering process of a tea factory?  

Answer: Variable frequency drives (VFDs), 

more commonly known as variable speed 

drives (VSDs) or inverters were introduced to 

the tea industry, particularly for the withering 

fan control, in the 1990s.  

      - continued on page 7 
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Please send in your views and all energy related news and advertisements to be published in SLEMA 
News to:  

The Editor, SLEMA News,  

No. 29, Fairfield Gardens, Colombo 08. 

SLEMA Facebook  Page 

 

All SLEMA members are invited to join the official Facebook page of SLEMA to keep in touch with 

SLEMA activities and to provide comments/suggestions.  

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/slema84/   

New Members 

Associate Members 

1. Mr. H.B. Chandrathilaka 

2. Mr. K.R.R. Malinga Ariyawansha 

3. Mr. P.W.K. Weththasinghe 

4. Mr. Duminda Weerasinghe 

5. Mr. W.C. Sameera 

6. Mr. M.A. Mehamood 

7. Mr. W.L.M.B.D. Wasala 

Corporate Members 

1. Ms. K.I.S. Fernando 

2. Ms. J.M.G.D. Jayapala 

Although the application of VFDs has a good 

potential for energy saving and product 

quality improvements, the technology isn’t 

popular among the tea factory owners due to 

several reasons. Frequent failures due to dust 

and lightning is the main reason. 

In order to avoid frequent failures due to the 

ambient conditions in tea factories, VFDs 

need to be selected and installed carefully. 

Prices given in Table 1 are for VFDs with a 

higher IP rating (above IP 54) and low 

harmonic (complying to IEC 61000-3-12) 

versions. And these VFDs should be 

protected with class II surge protection 

devices. 

Prices can vary depending on the 

manufacturer, warrantee period and country 

of origin. The cost of installation will depend 

on site conditions.  

Table 1: Market Prices of VFDs 

eg: If four VFDs have to be installed inside a 

single panel, those can be installed with a 

single surge protection device to reduce the 

overall cost of the installation. 

- Chamila Delpitiya, Director, SLEMA 

VFD Capacity (kW) Total Cost (LKR/unit) 

4 160,000 

5.5 190,000 

7.5 220,000 

11 235,000 

Q&A 

http://www.facebook.com/slema84/
http://www.facebook.com/slema84/

