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SLEMA Members Evening 2016/2017 was successfully held on 2nd February 2017 at the Light House 
Galley, Colombo, together with the 18th session of SLEMA Energy Management Forum   

Theme of the event was “Impact of standards in building energy performances”. Prof. Rahula Attalage, 
President of SLEMA and the Deputy Vice Chancellor of University of Moratuwa made the main 
presentation. 

Subsequent to the main presentation, a presentation on trends in building management systems and 
practical applications was delivered by SAW Engineering (Pvt.) Ltd. 

SAW Engineering (Pvt.) Ltd. Sponsored and organized the whole event which was followed by a 
fellowship among SLEMA members.  

SLEMA Members Evening and 18th Energy Management Forum 
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The 19th session of SLEMA Energy Management Forum (EMF) was held at the SLEMA office on 23rd 
March 2017 with the participation of SLEMA members and guests. Mr. Sanath Kumara, Board Member 
of SLEMA and the Branch Manager (Moratuwa), Lanka Electricity Company (Pvt) Ltd. made a 
presentation on the topic “Observed and Learnt Lessons from the Japanese Renewable Energy   
Technologies”. The presentation was based on the experience gathered by Mr. Kumara during the 
“Multicounty Observational Study Mission on Solar and Renewable Energy” workshop held in Japan he 
attended in 2015 representing SLEMA. 

With an introduction about the workshop, Mr. Kumara described the program which was conducted with 
presentations, interaction sessions, group discussions and site visits. Solar, wind, geothermal and 
hydrogen energy carriers and storage were discussed in detail, Japanese energy policies, Japanese 
research centers, smart city concept, plant factory learnt at the workshop and cultural experiences had 
in Japan. Concluding the knowledge sharing EMF, factors influencing the development of renewable 
energy in a country were discussed taking the Japanese examples observed by Mr. Kumara during the 
mission. 

19th Energy Management Forum 

Japan-Sri Lanka Technology & Business Seminar 2017 was held on 16th March 2017 at Hotel Taj 
Samudra, Colombo. The seminar was organized by  the New Energy and Industrial Development 
Organization (NEDO) of Japan in association with SLEMA.  

NEDO is a governmental organization under the Ministry of Economy, Trade & Industry (METI), 
Government of Japan. Globally NEDO has implemented demonstration projects in the energy and 
environmental sectors to showcase Japan’s advanced technology and disseminated it in collaboration 
with foreign governments and relevant organizations. NEDO believes that Japan’s advanced technology 
will provide effective solutions for the problems that many developing countries are now facing and also 
create more business opportunities for Japanese companies in emerging markets. 

Japan-Sri Lanka Technology & Business Seminar 2017 
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SLEMA, as an apex professional organisation in the Sri Lankan energy sector, has agreed to extend its 
support to NEDO in introducing and implementing new energy efficiency improvement technologies in 
Sri Lanka. In this context, NEDO conducted this seminar with a view of sharing information on 
Japanese state-of-the-art technologies and best practices in energy efficiency improvement and 
environmental conservation. 

The seminar comprised presentations on smart city development, high efficiency LED street lighting, a 
low energy cooling technology using natural refrigerants, waste to energy, smart transportation 
solutions, intelligent transport systems, energy systems and solutions, energy storage solutions etc. 
Minebea Mitsumi, MAYEKAWA MFG.CO., LTD, Hitachi Zosen India, JFE Engineering Corporation, 
NEC Asia Pacific Pte. Ltd, Hitachi India Pvt Ltd, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd, Toshiba India Pvt Ltd 
and Panasonic India Pvt Ltd presented their technologies. 

In collaboration with the Institution of Engineers 
Sri Lanka (IESL), SLEMA conducted a 7 day 
training program leading to energy manager 
certification at IESL as a Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) course. This training covered 
the curriculum approved by the Sri Lanka 
Sustainable Energy Authority (SLSEA) for 
National Energy Manager Certification.  The 
program was well received by the participants with 
the IESL also appreciating the quality of the 
program delivered by SLEMA. 

Energy Management Course 

      Following resource persons contributed to 
the program. 

 
• Dr. Tilak Siyambalapitya 
• Prof. Rahula Attalage 
• Prof. Nalin Wickramarachchi 
• Dr. Thusitha Sugathapala 
• Eng. Ananda Namal 
• Eng. Harsha Wickramasinghe 
• Eng. Ronald Comester 
• Eng. M.W Leelarathna 
• Eng. Sanath Kithsiri 
• Eng. Chandrasiri Wickramasinghe 
• Mr. Nimal Perera 
• Eng. Jagath Lal 

Dr. Priyantha Wijayatunga, a past president of SLEMA who has over three decades of professional 
experience in the energy sector, has been appointed as the Director of Energy Division, South Asia 
Department of the Asian Development Bank (ADB). He holds a Doctorate in Power System Economics 
from the Imperial College, UK and a Bachelor's degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of 
Moratuwa. Before joining ADB, he was the Founder Director General of the Public Utilities Commission 
of Sri Lanka, a member of the Board of Directors of the Ceylon Electricity Board and the Sustainable 
Energy Authority, Senior Professor of Electrical Engineering and a Rural Energy and Policy and 
regulatory Expert for USAID and UNIDO. He is a Chartered Electrical Engineer, a Member of the 
Institute of Engineering Technology (IET), UK, Senior Member of the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronic Engineers (IEEE), US and a Fellow of the Institution of Engineers Sri Lanka. SLEMA 
congratulates him for his achievement. 

Dr. Priyantha Wijayatunga Appointed Director - Energy Division, South Asia Department of 
the ADB 
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By Dr. Tilak Siyambalapitiya – Past President, SLEMA 

The Coordinator of SLEMA, or more rightly stated, the "public face of SLEMA", is leaving SLEMA on a 
well-earned retirement, beginning April 2017. I recently asked Hilary, "how long have you served 
SLEMA?", and he said 20 years, and to the question, "how long did you serve BCC?", his response was 
in excess of 35 years. Hilary is young at heart, worked for more than 55 years, and fit to work even for 
another 25 years, before he actually retires. 

When I got to know Hilary first, he was the Energy Manager of BCC, the then mighty state-owned 
company manufacturing soap and fats, among other things, coconut oil. The Minister of Industries was 
very keen on energy efficiency, and ordered all the 24 manufacturing corporations under his Ministry to 
appoint an Energy Manager each. So when the Ministry of Power and Energy wanted to organize the 
first energy audit training course in1983, we had a captive group of participants, by way of Energy 
Managers of state corporations. Naturally, the same group of Energy Managers  who cared to turn up at 
the inaugural general meeting of SLEMA in July 1984, ended up being among the founder members of 
SLEMA. 

Hilary was the first Coordinator of SLEMA, working hard from nowhere, at a time when the only physical 
asset of SLEMA was a filing cabinet located in the Alternative Energy Unit of CEB. Surely, Hilary's van 
with a yellow and red line, was the mobile SLEMA office. He used to come steaming into Shavi's office 
in CEB, to get various papers attended to by the President, run to the Bank across the road, dash to 
Lakehouse to get the advertisement into the papers of the following day, to ensure SLEMA events are 
well publicized. 

Hilary was a strength to SLEMA, worked tirelessly to ensure SLEMA events, training courses, 
publications and meetings are meticulously planned and executed, and once the SLEMA office was 
established in 1999, manned the office almost single handed, for several years. SLEMA will miss its 
public face with Hilary's retirement, with a challenge to the younger generation: do it as it was done by 
Hilary. 

Hilary Fernando – the public face of SLEMA 

Mr. Chamila Delpitiya Has Been Appointed as an Accredited Energy Auditor  

Mr. Chamila Delpitya, a board member of SLEMA 
has been accredited as an Energy Auditor by Sri 
Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority. Mr. Delpitiya 
joined SLEMA as an associate member in August 
2008 and obtained corporate membership in June 
2016. SLEMA congratulates him on his latest 
achievement.  
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New SLEMA Representative Member of 
the Consumer Consultative Committee 

of  PUCSL 

Mr. D.D. Ananda Namal, a past president and 
a board member of SLEMA and the Director 
General of National Engineering Research 
and Development (NERD) Centre of Sri 
Lanka has been nominated by the board of 
directors of SLEMA to be the SLEMA 
representative member of the Consumer 
Consultative Committee of Public Utilities 
Commission of Sri Lanka for the next term. 
Mr. Namal holds substantial experience in the 
sector and will channel the views of SLEMA 
to the CCC. Dr. Jayantha Ranathunga 
represented the committee as the SLEMA 
nominee for consecutive two terms and 
SLEMA expresses its gratitude for the active 
role played by Dr. Ranatunga at the CCC on 
SLEMA behalf.  

New Manager Projects and 
Administration 

Ms. Thedani Lionel, an electrical engineering 
graduate from University of Moratuwa joined 
SLEMA as the Manager Projects and 
Administration. Ms. Lionel will be 
communicating with SLEMA members in 
future activities and members are requested 
to contact her via her official email address 
thedani@slema.lk on all membership matters. 
We warmly welcome her to SLEMA.  

Changes at the SLEMA Secretariat 

Ms. Lakmini Udugama, the Manager 
Administration of SLEMA resigned from her 
post after serving five years. All 
communications with SLEMA members and 
administration of SLEMA office were diligently 
performed by Lakmini during the last five 
years and among the notable additional 
contributions she made to SLEMA was the 
compilation of SLEMA newsletter, keeping 
the members updated of SLEMA activities. 
SLEMA expresses its gratitude for her 
services and wishes success in her future 
career.    

After serving seven years at SLEMA office, 
Mr. Chanka Madushan, the Program 
Assistant of SLEMA resigned from his post 
effective from 31st January 2017. SLEMA 
wishes Chanaka a successful  career ahead 
whilst thanking for the services provided over 
the last seven years.    

Mr. Sumedha Madushan joined SLEMA as 
the office assistant. He will be assisting 
SLEMA office staff in regular office activities 
as well as in SLEMA special events. We 
welcome Sumedha to SLEMA.  

New Members 

Corporate Members 

Mr. A.G. Manjula Siriwardhana 

 

Associate Members 

Mr. R.M.D.Prasanna Kumara Rathnayaka 

Ms. M.A.I.N Chathurangi 

Mr. H.K Chathuranga 

Mr. K.K. Vincy Gunawardhana 

Ms. K. Heshani Baptist 

Mr. L.A.D.S. Dilhara Thelisinghe 

Mr. G. Samarajeewa Gunathilake 

Mr. Y.M.D.T.Y Bandara 

Mr. T.J. Nishantha Fernandopulle 

Mr. W. Rimoshan Fernando 

Mr. H.M.H Hapuarachchi 

Mr. G.N. De Z. Wickramarathna 
Dassanayake 

Mr. M.P.V.Y. Madduma Patabandige 

Mr. S. D. Rajashilpa 

Mr. K.R. Priyantha Perera 

Ms. K.N Lakmali 

Mr. H.C. Kirthi Gunawardena 

Mr. W.K.N. Jayalath Bandara 

Send your views and all energy related news and advertisements to be published in SLEMA News to:  

The Editor, SLEMA News,  

No. 29, Fairfield Gardens, Colombo 08. 

 Phone: 011 2665737 Fax: 011 554 9908 E-mail: slema@sltnet.lk. Web: www.slema.org.lk 


